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First, we want to implement a short student voting lesson in all

freshman introductory courses (i.e. UNIV 100, HONR 100, etc).

This will comprise of why students should pay attention to elections

at all levels of government, how they can get involved, how easy

it is to vote, and what resources are available for voting.

Second, a successful program of the SGA and TerpsVote in the

2018 midterms was helping students who are not registered in

College Park with getting and sending their absentee ballots. This

is a simple and effective way to make sure that students are able

to vote, and one we would like to carry on this fall.

Lastly, we would like to build upon existing voter registration

efforts by implementing a non-partisan get-out-the-vote program

that partners with TerpsVote and the Residence Hall Association.

We would expand outreach efforts to include tabling in dorm

lobbies and knocking doors in the dorms and apartment

complexes. The most important part of voter engagement is

meeting people where they are, which would be accomplished

through these actions.

The University of Maryland is one of the top schools nationally

for voter turnout. In the 2018 midterm elections, 46% of students

cast a ballot. With this fall being a presidential election, and a

reasonably high stakes one at that, this number should easily be

over 50%. We have a few plans for accomplishing this.

 

INCREASING VOTER TURNOUT



There are roughly 100 undocumented students on Maryland’s campus.

While the undocumented student coordinator position has been secured,

we want to ensure that undocumented students are able to make their

voices heard to the fullest degree. That is why our 2020-2021

administration will be creating a student position to speak for and liaise

with undocumented students on Maryland’s campus. Although they cannot

vote, their opinions are vastly important for creating policy and we want

to make sure to have their input in all SGA decisions, especially those that

relate to government and civic affairs.

EMPOWERING UNDOCUMENTED

STUDENTS

Most census counting will have ceased by the time our semester begins in

the fall. However we would like to hit the ground running in August with a

big final push to make sure that everyone has filled out the census and

that they are being counted at school. This will include in-person

announcements and digital media through the Office of Community

Engagement, Department of Fraternity and Sorority Life, and hopefully in

classes through the Office of the Provost.

MAKING SURE STUDENTS ARE PROPERLY

COUNTED IN THE CENSUS


